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October 2003

Notice of AGM

Formal notice of our Annual General Meeting, to be held at RVAC on Tuesday 28" October,
2003, starting 8PM, has been emailed to all shareholders as a separate PDF file attachment.
Please make yourself familiar with the Balance sheet, Profit and Loss Statement,
Maintenance budget, Reserves and Hourly costs spreadsheets, so that you can /_
contribute in a knowledgeable way to the discussion at the meeting. An Agenda, proxy !
form and 2002 AGM minutes have also been sent. If you are unable to attend, please
endeavour to send your proxy along with another pilot. Or forward to the Chairman if you wish.

As the Chairman’s report this year has been included with the Company documents,
members who attend will no doubt be pleased to note that this will result in a much
truncated address by the Chairman at the meeting — so that's more time available for
shareholders to make a contribution — and for socialising at the end of the meeting.

40™ Birthday Celebration

The date for the celebration of 40 years of MAG flying at Moorabbin has been booked on Sunday

% 30™ November, at RVAC, from 12 noon. Bob Hayter has arranged for the caterers to put on a

. % luncheon, and there will be bar facilities of course from the Aero Club bar. At he moment we

rl"_l_ have acceptances from six of the original shareholders, and hope to contact several more

during this month. Most of these guys are of course in their mid to late 80s, and it would be

| v great if we could have a good turn-up of current and past shareholders to enjoy the day and

Anreder "'5'"" L‘thelr company. No doubt many stories and yarns about flying at Moorabbin in the ‘60s will

be forthcoming after memories are lubricated with a libation or two. Both aircraft have

been booked out for the period of the luncheon, will be parked nearby, and a short local is on offer to any of
the “old timers” who would like to get their butt in a modern MAG aircraft.

We have set the cost at $25 per head, so if you would like to come along and offer a toast to the founders
of our Group, please advise JA , by email, phone or post, and indicate whether any others will be attending.
We would like to have the list finalised at the AGM - or shortly after, so that Bob can then advise the
caterers accordingly. One final point — the last social function we organised at the Air Force Club in South
Yarra was marred by several members cancelling at the last minute, which caused the caterer to be rather
irate, as this meant that their receipts fell short quite a sizable sum on the night. So if you accept this
invitation and then don’t show there will be a $25 charge on your next MAG account. Fair enough.

Cancellation of Bookings —doing it right !

Was it Winston Churchill who said “The price of freedom is eternal vigilance” ? Whoever it was, when you
shrink that maxim down to the level of our humble organisation, then the freedom to log on to our web site
and enter bookings brings with it the responsibility to ensure that cancellations will be notified ASAP — so
that other pilots can book the aircraft. We have members who are in fact quite vigilant about noting abuses
to this booking freedom, and who rightly send out complaints via email or to the Booking
Coordinator when an aircraft is left parked and idle, and could be used by another pilot.
So folks, when the WX is RS — or you can't get a leave pass from the “Bag of Strife” —
or if you get back early from a trip — then announce the release of the aircraft via email,
and amend the booking calendar pronto so that others can have access to the
aircraft. And if your booking period has already commenced, here is the procedure to amend the entry —
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"To amend a booking after the commencement time, e.g. you return early, double click the booking on
the calendar. This takes you to a screen with the booking details and has a button at the bottom marked
"modify selected booking". Click on the button and you can then modify your booking.

To delete a booking, you follow the same procedure, but the button on the booking details screen is

worded "delete selected booking".

You can't (to our knowledge) modify an advanced booking, you have to first delete the booking, then

enter a new one."

The Broome or Bust Safari. (A much appreciated contribution from Bob Barrow )

Bob, left, and Phil at the Dig Tree sitip. Check out Phil's b -|

“Make no mistake about it, there’s a fair swag
of planning involved in a private flight to
Broome and back via North Queensland.
When Phil Hawker and | had to buy 28 maps
for our recent trip in BJZ we knew we had a
fair bit of flying, and homework, ahead of us.

Of course the tropical weather is most friendly,
and most flyable, during the winter. That's why
June, July and August are peak tourist months
in the top end. This necessitates booking
accommodation months ahead for the more
popular places.

| had visions of an overnight stay at the
Birdsville Pub on our way north in August but
not only could | not get a couple of rooms at
the pub 3 months in advance...l couldn’t get
any accommodation in Birdsville whatsoever.
Sorry boys, the town’s booked out.

So after overnighting at Broken Hill we visited the Dig Tree and called in to Birdsville for lunch and fuel.
Then it was off to Bedourie for the night...never heard of it...neither had I. But in fact Bedourie in far
western Queensland, and its quaint little pub, turned out to be a great little watering hole. The local publican
obviously had a penchant for employing busty semi-clad backpackers as barmaids so Phil and | sipped on
a few cool ales as the sun set and marvelled at the natural landscape.

The next day it was up to Mt Isa for an afternoon’s
sightseeing....and more fuel. On the way back to
the airport the taxi driver explained that he drove
an air-conditioned loader in the local copper mine
4 days a week for $135,000 a year. This had
enabled him to buy a taxi license for $250,000 in
order to drive one day a week.

| was still pondering this fact when we arrived at
Adel's Grove in the Lawn Hill National Park in
northern Queensland. This place is a little known
gem. Accommodation is in comfortable serviced
tents by the riverside. The airstrip is right next
door and the fabulous Lawn Hill Gorge is just up
the road. Phil and | canoed the Gorge the

Wing to wall flying along the Kakadu Es

following day. | made sure Phil was in the front of the two-man canoe so he couldn’t see that | wasn't
paddling. This is a gorgeous gorge. Words cannot do it justice.

The next overnight stay was at the Bowthorn Cattle Station on the N.T. / QLD border. Our host was the
station owner Kerry McGinnis. Kerry has become quite a celebrity as a result of writing autobiographical
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